
 

LONDON BOROUGH OF LEWISHAM 

 

 
Minutes of the meeting of the STANDARDS COMMITTEE which was open to 
the press and public, held at LEWISHAM TOWN HALL, CATFORD, SE6 4RU 
on WEDNESDAY 6 JUNE 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Present 

 
Independent members:  Gill Butler, Sally Hawkins, David Roper-Newman and 
Cathy Sullivan  
 
Councillors Alan Hall, Stella Jeffrey, Jim Mallory and Pauline Morrison. 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Brooks and De Ryk 
and Leslie Thomas.  
 
 

Minute 
No. 

 Action 
 

1 ELECTION OF CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 
 
RESOLVED that Sally Hawkins be 

appointed as the chair for 
the remainder of the 
municipal year and that Gill 
Butler be appointed as vice 
chair for the remainder f 
the municipal year 

 

  
 

 

2 MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the 
meeting held on 1 March 
2012 be approved as a 
correct record and signed 
by the Chair. 

 
 

 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None was declared 
 
 

 

4 REVIEW OF THE LOCAL CODE OF 
CORPORATE GOVERNANCE  2011/12 
 
Kath Nicholson, Head of Law and Monitoring 

 



Minute 
No. 

 Action 
 

Officer introduced the report and explained that 
this is a standard report that is presented  to the 
Committee on an annual basis.  It was further 
explained that the detailed results of the review 
are at Appendix 2 to the report. 
 
A discussion followed on the decision making 
on a very difficult report in relation to the Baring 
Hall Hotel. It was acknowledged that this was a 
very difficult report both legally and politically. 
Kath Nicholson advised that the overriding 
consideration was to make the final report 
resistant to challenge. 
 
RESOLVED that the outcome of the 

review of the Local Code of 
Corporate Governance be 
endorsed.     

 
 
 

5 THE NEW ETHICAL FRAMEWORK UNDER 
THE LOCALISM ACT 2011 
 
Kath Nicholson, Head of Law and Monitoring 
Officer introduced the report and explained that 
from the 1st July new ethical provisions will 
need to be put in place.  
 
It was explained that there was a clear remit to 
maintain the current standards except where it 
was clear that these were overly bureaucratic.  
The Chair was concerned that the current 
ethical standards be continued and maintained. 
 
Councillor Hall expressed the view that 
councillors had not been sufficiently consulted 
thus far  and that it seemed quite difficult to 
tease out some of the issues.  
 
It was commented that the new Code is 
expressed in much clearer language and that it 
was simple, straightforward and easy to follow.  
 
It was further commented that councillors had 
not been sufficiently consulted  and that they 
will need a better understanding. Kath 
Nicholson confirmed that  there was a Group 

 



Minute 
No. 

 Action 
 

meeting on the 18th June at which the proposed 
Code of Conduct would be discussed.  
 
Councillor Hall was of the view that the criminal 
sanctions  should be heightened and that the 
Mayor should be expressly included in the 
proposed Code. 
 
RESOLVED   having regard to the  
   submissions on the non- 
   statutory elements  and the 
   meeting with councillors   
   the Committee   
   recommends the proposed 
   Code to the Council; 
 
   agree to include the  
   Principles of Public Life as  
   an Appendix ; 
 
   to support having this  
   higher level of standards  
   than that statutorily   
   prescribed. 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
To be arranged 

 
   The meeting ended at 7:10pm  


